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To THE PUBLIC. 


EpmBurcn, 31/7 July, 1782, 


HATEVER diverſity of opinion may prevail in other reſpects, it 
will generally be allowed, that the intereſts of the City and of 
the Shire of Edinburgh are inſeparably connected, ſo far as the preſervation 
of good order and a well-regulated police are concerned. It is certain, that 
where they have co- operated in theſe points, the good effects have been ſen- 
ſibly felt; and that where they have diſagreed, both individuals and the 
community have been ſufferers. 


A THOROUGH conviction of this truth has induced the Gentlemen whoſe 
names are underwritten, thus publicly to communicate their ſentiments 


on a ſubject, in which not only the City and Shire, but indeed the Public at 
large, is very materially intereſted.. 


To . idleneſs, and to prevent crimes, are the great objects to which. 
every Magiſtrate ſhould bend his attention. It would have been fortunate 
for this country, and thoſe to whom the protection of its peace is officially 
intruſted, had they been enabled, by having proper places of confinement, 
to adopt ſuch meaſures, for the correction of morals and the encourage. 


ment of induſtry, as the preſent ſtate of ſociety, and the progreſs of univer- 
ſal diffipation, render peculiarly neceſſary. 


Tux prevention of vice is, no doubt, of much greater national importance 
than the puniſhment of offences, after they are committed: but when it is 
conſidered, that there is little more in the power of the Civil Magiſtrate than 
toinflitſuchpuniſhment,or to confine in places which ſeem calculated for the 
utter extinction of every virtuous principle, it cannot be wondered, if a 
BrrDewBLL and a new Pr1SoN, upon à right footing, is anxioufly wiſhed 
for by thoſe whom the country looks upon as anſwerable to it, and to whoſe 


ſuppoſed miſconduR, or neglect, every violation of the law is in the firſt in- 
ſtance commonly imputed, 


A Tus 


1241 


Tus preſent Houſe of Correction is the only inſtitution in Edinburgh that 
bears any reſemblance to a Bridewell. Ill choſen and inconvenient in point 
of ſituation, the fabric is much too ſmall, and the apartments are by no 
means calculated for the neceſſary ſeparation of priſoners, or the due en- 
forcement of induſtry and obedience. Indeed, the only uſe it is put to, or 
fit for, is the temporary confinement of ſuch wretched beings as are, from 


their occupation, become totally abandoned, and join the W of 
theft to the miſery of proſtitution. 


Taz Charity Workhouſe is intended ſolely for the reception and main- 
tenance of perſons that are too young, too infirm, or too old, to ſupport 
themſelves by bodily labour. The able and robuſt of both ſexes, whoſe 
diſpoſitions or habits render them averſe to any ſettled employment, are left 
at liberty to throw away their time in idleneſs and diflipation, 


Or all the jails that Mr Howard ever ſurveyed, there is not perhaps one: 
more oppoſite to what a jall ought to be, than that of the City of Edin- 
burgh.=Situated in the middle of a large metropolis, and in a narrow 
Iireet==ſ\rrounded en every-ſide by buildings much higher than itfelf—the 
miſerable apartments it eontalns- the improper manner in which they are 
diſpoſed and ſubdivided==the ſhocking places appropriated for the confine- 
ment of felonz-=the numberleſs inconveniences ariling from a partial and 
imperfect ſupply of water the unwholeſome and fetid atmoſphere that per- 
vades almoſt every part of it from the total excluſion of a circulation of treſh 
alr—the abſolute impoſſibility to preſerve a proper ſeparation of priſoners 
—the calamitous caſe of honeſt, though unfortunate debtors, confined to 
this dreary habitation, where they are expoſed to the intercourſe of wretch- 
es habituated to every ſpecies of vice, and dead to every ſenſe of virtue, 
are elreumſtances, it is preſumed, abundantly ſufficient to ſhow the ne» 
ceflity of the eſtabliſhment. now about to be attempted, 


Taz preſent building contains only fourteen apartments,-During the laſt 
ſeven years, there have been confined in it 1126 debtors, and 769 criminals, 
which, on a medium for that period, amounts each year to the number of 
160 of the former, and 109 of the latter. By the report of priſoners, it ap- 
pears, that in the month of June 1781, there were 19 priſoners for debt, and 

| 2 12 


1 
12 for crimes ; but the fact is, that the records of the jail have not been 
X :ccurately kept, and that many commitments were never entered in the” 
3 books, or the warrants for them have been loſt. It ought likewiſe to be ob - 
Y ſerved, that during the term of years for which the preceding calculation 


I was made, the nation has been at war, and the country much drained of 


men: Crimes are more frequent, and priſoners more numerous, in time of 
peace; ſo that, without exceeding the limits of moderation, there ought to be 
added one fifth to the number of debtors, and one third to that of criminals. 


F | Tris ſtate of the caſe will, it is ſuppoſed, ſatisfy every one, that the jail | 
i is, on its preſent footing, altogether inadequate to the ſalutary purpoſes 
XZ which ought to reſult from ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 


Tu ſafe euſtody of priſoners is not the only object to be regarded in the 
Mſpoſition of a jail, At the ſame time, it iy a certain truth, that the eon⸗ 
duct of jailors, and the treatment of priſoners, in moſt caſes, ſavour ſu much 
of oppreſſion and cruelty, that it ſeems a matter of trifling conſideration te 
the former what may be the ſufferings of the latter, provided the eſeape of 
thely perſons is effeftually prevented; The injudicious eonſtructian, and 
great inſufficiency of priſons, are the grounds on which theſe abuſes are u- 
ſtiſled. The want of proper places of confinement for unruly and dangerous 
ctiminals, furniſhes a pretence to keepers for treating every one under wache 
charge with the ſame undliſtinguiſhing ſeverity, Naturally averſe, from 
thelr indolence, and for the moſt part from thelr emotuments unable to be 
at more palns than ; abſolutely neceſſary, they adopt fuch modes of ſecuri. 
ty as ſeem boſt calculated to keep themſelves free from apprehenſion or 
alarm. 


Hunex it la, that perſons committed on informations, che ſubſect of which · 
may be made capital, are commonly conſigned to a dungeon, and loaded 
with irons, Hence the invention of the Cage, and other methods, which,“ 
though to the keepers may appear neceſſary, are all equally repugnant to 
the law of the land, and to the feelings of humanity, * "IL 


No principle of juſtice is more inconteſtable, than that every perſon ac- 
cuſed of a crime has, previous to his trial, a right to be treated as if he 


were 
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were innocent. A jail ls nothing more than a temporary habitation, where 
the priſoner Is to be confined, in the firſt inſtance, till his guilt or Inno. 
cence ſhall be legally inveſtigated j and, during that confinement, he ought 
to he denied no comfort that can be afforded him, conſiſtent with good 
moral, decency, and the detention of his perſun. In this country, how. 
ever, the ſituation of the accuſed is ſingularly unfortunate, From the 
hour of their commitment, few doubts are ever entertained of their guilt; 
and it is commonly taken for granted, that the evidence will turn out a- 
gainſt them, In jail, their treatment correſponds. to ſuch impreſſions ; 
and, out of it, the popular prepoflefions are inifavour of the charge, A 
man's fate is determined, his doom is pronounced, before he is brought 


to trial; and he may be ſaid to appear at the bar of this country with a 
halter about his neck. 


Tux utter impoſſibility of a proper ſeparation of priſoners in the preſent 
Jail, has been attended with the moſt pernicious effects. A gallery, that 
goes by the name of the Common Hall, is. the only place where it can be 


faid there is the ſmalleſt circulation of air; and to this all the priſoners are 


occaſionally admitted, Ao 4092 SN SREURRRG: FRI 
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Ir may be called the Coffechouſe of the jail, to which all reſort ; and, in- 
deed, there is a neceſſity of their reſorting to it, as here alone they can en- 
joy refreſhment or recreation of any kind. It requires no great penetra- 
tion to diſcover, that ſuch an intercourſe muſt tend to A every 
principle of morality, and all ſenſe of character. 


To young offenders, in particular, confined for trifling miſdemeanours, 


and to all fuch as, are in cuſtody for actions that betray no corruption of 
mind, it is abſolute perdition. Many inſtances, ſufficiently authenticated, 
might be produced, of young perſons committed on informations for pet- 
ty thefts, of which. it was, after inveſtigation, diſcovered they were not 
guilty ; and of people accuſed of an aſſault, or a riot, in which they had 
no hand, who, after ſome weeks confinement in this hopeful academy, 
have, on their enlargement, returned to their friends and the community 


accompliſhed in the ſcience of hovuſe-breaking, and every ſpecies of theft. 


Tur 
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Tun duty of a public Magiſtrate becomes not a little dlſagreeahle on oc. 
eafions, where he is reduced to the alternative of allowing complaints for 
Inferior offences to paſs unnoticed, or of ſending the accuſed to a place, 
which, if they entered innocent, or but a little tainted, they are certaln of 
leaving with diſpoſitions much worſe, if not completely wicked, 


Tun condition of thoſe who, on account of their ſex or their crime, are 
excluded from the benefit of the Common-hall, and ſtrialy confined to 


* their different apartments, is peculiarly deplorable, Deprived of the bene- 


fit of breathing freſh air, they exiſt in places which, from their ſituation in 
point of cloſeneſs, from the circumſtance of their being almoſt conſtantly 
occupied, and from the great inconveniencies attending the want of a ſuf. 
ficient ſupply of water, muſt in all caſes be extremely uncomfortable. But 
what adds greatly to the evil is, that a well-diſpoſed perſon has it not in 
his power to employ his time or thoughts as he would incline. The jailor 
is under the neceſſity of placing others, however worthleſs, along with 
him; and the ſecurity of the priſon requires, that as few unruly perſons 
as poſſible ſhould be truſted together in one apartment. There muſt always 
be aſſociated a certain proportion of good and bad, not from choice, but 


| becauſe the number of rooms, and the general accommodation, renders a- 


ny other diſpoſition impoſlible, 


THERE is at preſent in one of the locked-up apartments, a perſon who 
has been there upwards of ten years. This man, while in a ſtate of inſa- 
nity, gave a mortal wound to one of his acquaintance, going over a gate 
at a little diſtance from a public road in the neighbourhood of this city. 


Hz was arraigned before the Court of Juſticiary, and the ſtate of his in- 
tellects being either not pleaded, or not proved in the courſe of the trial, 
ſentence of death was about to be pronounced upon him. But his reaſon 
having become more diſordered, it was poſtponed ; and he was detained 
in priſon, where he has remained ever fince, and will probably remain for 
life. Sometimes he appears in tolerable poſſeſſion of his faculties, and at 
other times almoſt totally deprived of them. The room in which he is 
confined, though one of the beſt in the jail, is liable to many objections 
but, bad as it is, he is not allowed the ſole uſe of it: A ſucceſſion of crimi- 
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nals are his uſual compauions; and, of courſe, during the little intervals 
of reaſon he now and then enjoys, he is condemned to be the "_ of 
their ribaldry and abuſe, 
FER Wc: | 
Tur ee ol dus u — if minutely deterlbed. would, wring the 
hardeſt heart, and force a tear from the eye that never wept before, 


From ſo indiſcriminate a mixture of priſoners, the greateſt inconve- 
niencies ariſe to judicial procedure. A proper ſeparation. between, thoſe 
that are confined for the purpoſe of becoming evidences; and thoſe. that 
are to be tried, has never been duly preſerved; and, on a very late occa- 
ſion of a capital trial, in which our national character was nearly concern- 
ed, the greateſt embarraſſment had like to have ariſen from the defect now 
mentioned. > 46:16 | + tare abiotic 


* 
; ? - . 


As to the caſe of 8 tonkaed for Acht, it is in every reſpect in- 
conſiſtent with juſtice or humanity. There are in chis jail only three a- 
partments allotted for women, whether debtors or crimi nals. On a late 
ſurvey, a female debtor was found in the ſame room, and in the ſame bed, 
with a proſtitute; and, on enquiring into the reaſon of ſo groſs an abuſe, 
it was diſcovered, that if ſhe had been put into any other of the women's 
apartments, her morals would have _ in _ e and her n 
in much greater. h 


IT is ar that diſaſters, which the greateſt prudence could not have 
prevented, or the warmth of an ill-placed confidence and friendſhip, oftcn 


bring impriſonment and inſolvency upon men who were formerly of in- 


dependent fortune and unblemiſhed character; but is it not a pitiable caſe, 

and worthy of a. ſpeedy, remedy, that perſons, of this deſcription ſhould be 

reduced to the neceſſity of mixing with profligates, to whom the horrors 

of a 4 are become familiar, and who, have outlived all regard for OF 
own, „or the good opinion of the world? 
11 3 

To ſuffer the 00 of perſonal liberty" is "Rh a ſufficient calamity, eſpe- 

cially when it happens from unayoidable misfortune, or the fault of o- 


thers, 


1 
thers, without being forced at che ſame time into ſituations, and expoſed 
to ſcenes, equally ſhocking in . and dangerous to virtue. 


= - Have dwelt ſo long on the many inconveniencies and miſchiefs inſe- 
N parable from the preſent jail, it is now full time we ham * in 
4 what manner it is intended to remedy them. 


In the firſt place, it is propoſed, that the Jail and Work-houſe, or Bride- 
well, ſhould be united, and laid out in diviſions, in fuch a manner as to 
afford one for che reception of felons, with a fuitable area and court be- 
| 1 longing to it; another for young offenders, with a court and area; a 
WF third for debtors, with the ſame conveniencies ; and, laſtly,” a Bridewell, 
3 | conſiſting of ſeparate accommodations for men and women, with proper 
*X courts and areas: And, that there may be no communication between the 
| 1 refractory and incorrigible, and ſuch as are leſs hardened, diſtinct places 
$ of abode are to be prepared for each. 


1 To accompliſh theſe purpoſes, it will require a piece of ground not leſs 
4 | than three acres, which muſt- be ſeparated by diviſion-walls, ſo as effec- 
IF} tually to prevent all intercourſe between the different claſſes of people un- 
der confinement, 


A.. the different buildings are to be laid either to the diviſion-walls, or 
; we inſide of the onter-wall, and to be erected upon arches ; ſo that if any 


attempt is puade to eſcape from any of the places of confinement, it ſhall 
4 x be immedia dy diſcovered from below. 


Tux places allotted for felons, 44 ſuch others, from whom there may 

ve any danger of an attempt to eſcape, are all to be laid to the diviſion- 

walls; ſo that if they ſhould ſucceed in breaking through the wall of their 
* own appartment, it will ſtill remain for them to break through, or get o- 
ver the outer - wall, which it is next to an impoſſibility they could accom- 

pliſh without detection. — 

= T#1s outer-wall, ſurrounding the whole, is intended to be thirty feet in 

bleight, and of ſuch a thickneſs as to allow a ſpace of four feet, with a pa- 


rapet 


nals are his uſual companions ; and, of courſe, during the little intervals 
of reaſon he now and then enjoys, he is condemned to be the yen of 
their ribaldry and abuſe. 10 1 4 15110 
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Tae A e, if. wy deſcribed; wp the 
hardeſt heart, and force a tear from the eye that never wept before. 


Ha ſo indiſcriminate a mixture of priſoners, the greateſt "I 
niencies ariſe to judicial procedure. A proper ſeparation. between, thoſe 
that are confined for the purpoſe of becoming evidences; and thoſe. that 
are to be tried, has never been duly preſerved; and, on a very late occa- 
ſion of a capital trial, in which our national character was nearly concern- 
ed, the greateſt embarraſſment had like to have ariſen from the fte mow 


mentioned. | | E460) | ted Hoa, 


As to the caſe of perſons confined for debt, it is in every reſpec; in- 
conſiſtent with juſtice or humanity. There are in this: jail only three a- 
partments allotted for women, whether debtors or critninals.: On a late 
ſurvey, a female debtor was found in the:ſame room, and in the ſame bed, 
with a proſtitute ; and, on enquiring into the reaſon of fo groſs an abuſe, 
it was diſcovered, that if ſhe had been put into any other of the women's 
apartments, her morals would have one. 7 in * gn 4 and ker _— 
in much greater. | 


IT is e that diſaſters, which the greateſt prudence could not have 
prevented, or the warmth of an ill- placed confidence and friendſhip, often 
bring impriſonment and inſolvency upon men who were formerly of in- 
dependent fortune and unblemiſhed character; but is it not a pitiable caſe, 
and worthy of a ſpeedy, remedy, that perſons, of this deſcription ſhould be 
reduced to the neceſſity of mixing with profligates, to whom the horrors 
of a jail are become familiar, and who, have outlived all regard * their 


own character, or the good opinion of the warld? 


o ſuffer the a5 of perſonal liberty is furely a {aſlicient calamity, eſpe- 
cially when it happens from unayoidable misfortune, or the fault of o- 
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thers, without being forced at the ſume time into ſituations, and expoſed 
to ſcenes, equally ſhocking in nen and dangerous to virtue. : 


=. Hy vm dwelt ſo long on the many inconveniencies and imiſchiefs inſe- 
Mt parable from the preſent jail, it is now full time we [oak * in 
XF what manner it is intended to remedy them. 


ms the firſt place, it is propoſed, that the Jail and Work-houſe, or Bride- 
Vel, ſhould be united, and laid out in diviſions, in fuch a manner'as to 
9 | afford one for the reception of felons, with a fuitable area and court be- 
1 | longing to it; another for young offenders, with a court and area; a 
3 third for debtors, with the ſame conveniencies ; and, laſtly, a Bridewell, 
conſiſting of ſeparate accommodations for men and women, with proper 
X courts and areas: And, that there may be no communication between the 
4 FJ refractory and incorrigible, and ſuch as are leſs hardened, diſtin& places 
of abode are to be prepared for each. 


To accompliſh theſe purpoſes, it will require a piece of ground not leſs 
than three acres, which muſt- be ſeparated by diviſion-walls, ſo as effec- 


tually to prevent all intercourſe between the different claſſes of people un- 
der confinement, 


| ALL the different buildings are to be laid either to the diviſion-walls, or 
wwe inſide of the outer - wall, and to be erected upon arches; ſo that if any 


1 k attempt is made to eſcape from any of the places of confinement, it ſhall 
ve immediately diſcovered from below. 


Tits places allotted for felons, and ſuch others, from whom there may 
be any danger of an attempt to eſcape, are all to be laid to the dlviſion- 
walls; fo that if they ſhould ſucceed in breaking through the wall of their 
own appartment, it will till remain for them to break through, or get o- 


ver the outer-wall, which it is next to an impoſſibility they could accom- 
IF pliſh without detection. 


1 Tuis outer- » ſurrounding the whole, is intended to be thirty feet in 
beight, and of ſuch a thickneſs as to allow a ſpace of four feet, with a pa- 
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rapet on the top all round. The jailor's houſe is to be placed in the cen. 
tre of the whole, and to conſiſt of three ſtoreys. In the ſecond of theſe 
there is to be a large room allotted for the meetings of the Managers, and 
the examination of delinquents. The reſt of it is for the accommodation 
of the jailor's family, and of people confined for civil debts.” To theſe laſt 
are alſo to be allotted three apartments at the gateway, oppoſite to the 
6 


Tus ſituation of this houſe being centrical, will enable him, from the ſe 
cond ſtorey, tolook into all the different ſubdiviſions, and diſcover immedi. 
ately if any thing amiſs is going on. If Mr Akerman's houſe had been 
placed in the centre of Newgate, the whole of that public building might 
have been ſtill entire, in defiance of the furious and wicked rabble that at. 
tacked it. 


THE rſt gate is to be of iron, with bars as ſtrong as poſlible, and to pro- 3 
ject ſix feet from the wall; ſo that in caſe of any aſſault or outrage from with. 8 


out, a perſon may with ſafety look through, and diſcover whar it is, and, 
if neceſſary, fire through it without any danger to himſelf, | 


Tux inner-gate is to be likewiſe of very ſtrong iron bars, and to open 1 | 


into one of the areas allotted for the debtors, ſurrounding the jailor's houſe, 


As this ſhould, if poſſible, be a place of abſolute ſecurity, and incapable of 
being forced, a turret is to be placed on each of the four corners of the wall # 4 
of circumvallation.—In theſe turrets ſwivel guns are to be placed, that may 
be pointed either into the different diviſions within, in caſe of an inſurretion 


or rebellion there, or to repel any attack from without, by raking the wall 
on the outſide from the one turret to the other. 


Tn entries to the felons wards are to be ſecured by doors in the inſide of f '" 


the wall, and a latticed wicket, projecting into the debtors? area, in the ſhape 


of a turnſtile, juſt wide enough to admit one perſon at a time; ſo that i 
any attempt were made to force the * one armed without might P | 


eaſily defend it. 


Io be more particular in che deſcription is unneceſſary: a much clearer ; 
idea 
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idea of the whole will be attained from the inſpection of the Plan and its re- 
ferences, hereto ſubjoĩined. 


Tu Bridewell, of which a plan was formerly offered to the Public, was 
intended only for the City of Edinburgh ; but the certain conſequence of 
this reſtriction would have been, that the idlers of every denomination would 
have inſtantly withdrawn themſelves from the juriſdiction of the Magiſtrates 
of that City. Nor is it to be doubted, that, on the eſtabliſhment of a proper 
Workhouſe for the City and Shire together, multitudes, in order to avoid 
labour and confinement, will fly for ſhelter to the neighbouring counties; 
in which caſe, the Shires of Eaſt and Weſt Lothian, and of Fife, in the firſt 
place,would be over-run with vagrants and vagabonds of all ſorts, who by 
degrees would find their way into the moſt remote corners of this kingdom, 


To prevent this evil, and, if poſſible, compel numbers that are now idle, 
to become in ſome meaſyre induſtrious and uſeful citizens, the adjacent 
Shires ſhould conſider very ſeriouſly, whether it would not be their intereſt 
to lend their affiſtance towards putting the propoſed eſtabliſhment on ſuch a 
footing, that the advantages accruing from it might be communicated to 
them, as well as to the City and Shire of Edinburgh. 


Ox the ſuppoſition that they will ſee their intereſt in acceding to ſuch a 
propoſal, the plan of the intended eſtabliſhment has purpoſely been made of 
ſuch an extent, as to afford ſufficient room and accommodation for any 


number of people that, in all probability, can be ſent from the ſurrounding 


counties. Peng 
& #2 


In order to complete this ſcheme, it will be necefſaty to have an act of 
Parliament, empowering the Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, and Magiſtrates of 


- Boroughs, in ſach Counties as ſhall join, to grant warrants for conveying 


perſons beyond their barons + e 
— 


As it does not appear 1 * an act of Parklatent x would be productive 
of any bad conſequences in other reſpedts, r e Fn 
C the 


own purpoſes, and the uſeful impreſſion that muſt reach the minds of the 


commendation from che Sheriff, or the Magiſtrates; but there will not be 


chis metropolis, which {till ſubfiſts, and muſt continue, till ſomething better 


10 } 


the purpoſe above-mentioned, there is little doubt but it would be eaſil 
procured, . 


Ir is proper to mention here, that it will be incumbent on the dif. 
ferent Civil Magiſtrates, by whoſe warrant any perſon ſhall be tranſmitted 
to Bridewell, to ſend along with him or her ſuch a ſum as may be requiſite 
to defray their neceſſary expences during their confinement, 


SHOULD the adjacent Counties co-operate in promoting this beneficial e- 
ſtabliſhment, its execution will be greatly facilitated, But, on the ſuppoſi. 
tion that they do not concur immediately, though there is little doubt they 
will find it for their advantage in the end, no good reaſon can be aſſigned, 
why every poſſible exertion ſhould not be made, without delay, to put ſuch 
a plan into execution, upon a more limited ſcale of public utility. 


Tree is a circumſtance that had almoſt eſcaped attention, which at once 
ſhows the feebleneſs of the civil power, on ſome occaſions, to execute its 


populace from the eſtabliſhment now;propoſed.—From the ſituation of the 
preſent jail, it has hitherto been found inſecure, and dangerous, to impriſon 
in it perſons concerned in riots or inſurrections, ſuch as happened not long 
ago. They have been always confined in the Caſtle, in conſequence of a re- 


any neceſſity for a proceeding ſo diſagreeable and improper, if the wiſhed- 
for countenance and fupport is given to this undertaking. | 


Tre old barbarous practice of public whippings through the ſtreets of 


is ſubſtituted in its room, ought certainly to be aboliſhed as ſoon as poſſible. 
At may beaverred with truth, that this puniſhment has ſcarcely ever been 
inflifted on any offender who was not mortally intoxicated, owing to the 
profits the jailor has from the fale of ſpiritous liquors, with which they 
are, on theſe occaſions, ſupplied by their friends or aſſociates. 
By this means, the object of the law, ſo far as reſpects the chaſtiſement 
of the offender, and the feelings of diſgrace and contrition which ought to 
be 


* 


be produced by it, are totally diſappointed; beſides that it is a ſpectacle 
ſhocking in itſelf, and painful in the laſt degree to every humane and virtu- 


ous ſpectator. 


To avoid this for the future, it is ſubmitted, whether it would not be at- 
tended with more ſalutary effects to the Community, that ſuch puniſhment 
ſhould be inflicted in a place, erected for that purpoſe, on the top of the 
wall of circumvallation ; and, on theſe occaſions, every individual under 
confinement, either in Bridewell or the Jail, ſhould be aſſembled in one gf 
the adjacent areas, and made ſpectators of them, | 


Tuos individuals that take pleaſure in ſuch exhibitions, will reſort at 
the time appointed to the outſide of the wall, where they will have an op- 
portunity of gratifying the ſtrangeſt of all paſſions in greater peace and ſe- 
curity than they can poſlibly enjoy at preſent. 


Wirn reſpec to the perſons under whoſe management this inſtitution 
ſhould be placed, it is imagined, that a certain number of official characters 
will be the moſt proper and unexceptionable : Such as, the Lord Preſident 
of the Courtof Seſſion, the Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer, the 
Lord Advocate, the Solicitor General, the Lord Provoſt, and the four Bail- 
lies, the Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer, the Maſter of the Merchant Compa- 
ny, and the Convener of the Trades of the City of Edinburgh, the Sheriff 
Depute and Subſtitute of the County, and the Conveners of the different 
diſtricts of the County for the time being: And that they ſhall have the 
power of meeting at any time they pleaſe, and of laying down ſuch regu- 
lations, reſpecting every particular, as ſhall appear to them beſt calculated to 
anſwer the intentions of the eſtabliſhment. | I 97S 

In ſo extenſive an undertaking, it is impoſſible that every point can be 
ſettled and adjuſted, prior to its commencement ; therefore, much muſt be 
left to the prudence and abilities of the people that are to be entruſted with 
its direction.—In ſome particulars, however, there can be no difficulty; 
ſuch, for example, as laying it down for a preliminary regulation, that the 

ſervants employed, from the higheſt to the loweſt, ſhall have fixed falaries 
that it ſhall not be in their power to reap the ſmalleſt profit or advantage 
from the furniſhing to the priſoners, or the general conſumption of the 


Bridewell 


diate inſpection of a perſon appointed for that purpoſe; and a day- book 


This, and many other ſervices of the ſame ſort, can eaſily be performed by 


pipes mne en they cannot be better employed. | 
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Bride well or Jails.— A futlery, in a priſon, is the ſource of every irregula. 
rity and diforder within it. Every neceſſary article ought to be contracted 
for at a ſtipulated rate, and diſtributed in ſtated quantities, under the imme. 


ſhould be kept by him of all the proviſions delivered, with an account of 


their diſpoſal, which will ſerve as 125709 rote upon his own conduct and 
that of the contractor. ö 


Tur centrical ſituation of the Governor's houſe, and the precautions al. 
ready deſcribed, for ſtrength and ſecurity, will render the number of infe. 
rior officers and ſervants much ſmaller than would otherwiſe have been ne- 


Taras 0 no doubt, be a ſuſficient number of truſty men to ſerve un. 
der the Governor in the capacity of centinels, turnkeys, &'c. and his power 
over them muſt be, in a manner, abſolute. It is likewiſe imagined, that the 
duties of theſe inferior officers will be beſt diſcharged by thoſe who have 
e e to the ſubordination and ne of a military life. 


Tax i Giffereni apartments, with their areas, muſt be ſwept and cleaned e- 
very day, and waſhed, and overflowed with water, at leaſt twice a- week. 


the priſoners, of both ſexes, confined in Bridewell. They are in cuſtody for 


— i 1 r 


Ts ipertitend the biivionr and employment of the women in Bride. 
well; there will be wanted a woman of a prudent and ſteady character, 
whoſe profits, as well as thoſe of the ſuperintendent of the men, muſt,ina ⁵ 
great meaſure, depend on, and be proportioned to the amount of the fum i 
that ariſes from ö thoſe in confinement, 


Taxnz muſt iſo be a Surgeon and a Chaplain, with ſuch an allowance as 
can be afforded to each; the former to attend upon the fick, and the latter 
to preach every Sunday to the people in the Houſe, and, on other days, to 


mann Archerrencabrs out ophn * 


 .. a — fs . oo 1 nnn ! 


3 


A consTAN'T ſubjection to ſevere bodily labour, is an idea juſtly repro- 
bated by the greateſt part of mankind, On the other hand, it muſt be 
admitted, that no member of ſociety, deſtitute of the means of ſupporting 
himſelf, has a right'to remain in idleneſs. It is a maxim in China, that i? 
a perſon does not work, ſome individual in the empire muſt ſuffer cold and 
hunger on that account; for, though he may ward off want from himſelt, 
it muſt fall ſomewhere. The idle ought to be confined for the prevention 
of miſchicf to the community, with ſuch an allowance as is ſufficient to 
keep ſoul and body together. If they are diſpoſed to become induſtrious, 
they will be furniſhed with work, two-thirds of the profits of which they 
will be permitted to draw; ſo that the buſier they are, they will live the 
better, and their diligence and comfort will go hand in hand. 


Ir is with pleaſure that we acknowledge how much we have been in · 
debted, on the preſent oecaſion, to the State of Priſons, lately publiſhed by 
John Howard, Eſq; whoſe name will be revered to the lateſt poſterity, for 
his generous and unwearied exertions to alleviate the miſeries, and pro- 
mote the welfare of ſo great a part of mankind. 


From the deſcriptions given, and the plan ännexed, it cannot be ex- 
pected, that the expence of an undertaking of this magnitude can be ſup- 
ported either by the City's funds ſingly, or by any aſſiſtance that may e- 
ventually be derived from the Shire. It will, therefore, be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſolicit a general and voluntary contribution for the purpoſe 
of promoting an eſtabliſhment, the influence and good effects of which 
will ſoon extend "itſelf over the whole country. Edinburgh being the 
place where all the Supreme Courts meet for the diſpatch of buſineſs, its 
Jail ought not to be regarded as a local and partial accommodation mere- 
ly, but as a reception for priſoners of the nation at large. One half of the 
people confined in it, throughout the year, are brought from other places, 
with a view to judicial procedure before the Courts of Jeſſion, Juſtici- 
ary, and Exchequer, Multitudes of poor people from all quarters of this 
kingdom bring their familles to the tnetropolls, in hopes of bettering their 
condition. Their expectations are as often diſappointed as they are anſwer- 
ed, But it ſeldom happens that ſuch new comers ever leave the place. 
They loiter on till they are reduced to beggary and wretchedneſfs, and be- 
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141 
come fit inhabitants of Bridewell, where employment muſt be aſligned 
them, ſince they cannot, or will not, find it for themſelves. 


Taz ſum requiſite for ſo great an undertaking, will undoubtedly be 
conſiderable. It cannot at preſent be exactly aſcertained ; but it will cer- 
tainly amount to ſeveral thouſand pounds. The ſubſcriptions will natu- 
rally be regulated, as to their amount, by the inclination and abilities of 
the contributors. Nor ſhould the large ſubſcriptions of particular per- 
ſons, deter others from giving their aid to this plan, in however ſmall a 
proportion. 


WHEN the many very liberal contributions that have taken place in this 
country are remembered, there appears little reaſon to apprehend, that an 
object of public utility, ſuch as now propoſed, will not meet with every rea- 
ſonable ſupport.— That national bleſſing, the Royal Infirmary, owed its ori- 
gin to the generous donations of benevolent individuals. Not many years 
ago, a large ſum of money was ſubſcribed.in Scotland, in order to raiſe men 
for his Majeſty's ſervice. A moſt complete School-houſe, for the education 
of youth, has lately been erected in this city by ſubſcription ; and a ſum, 
ſuperior to what the eſtabliſhment in contemplation will require, was ra- 
pidly ſubſcribed in the courſe of a few weeks, for the purpoſe of building 
E e 


PeRSUADED that the ſame liberal principles will operate in favour of a 
plan ſo neceſſary and ſo important as the preſent, we pledge ourſelves, that 
no-exertion ſhall be wanting on our part to accompliſh it, in a manner the 

moſt uſeful to the Public, and the moſt honourable to humanity. . 


— 


DAVID STEUART, Provoſt, 
AR. COCKBURN. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


„ 


POSTSCRIPT. 

THE foregoing Plan was meant to be publiſhed ſoon after the date it 
4 bears ; but the nation being at that time involved in an expenſive war, 
na the bad crop we had laſt ſeaſon having brought the country into a 
\ ate of diſtreſs, that was more or leſs felt by almoſt every individual, 
t was thought prudent to delay it till the return of peace and plenty. 


I” Tuxsz bleſſings being now reſtored, we ſhould think ourſelves to blame 
e we refrained any longer from ſoliciting the aſſiſtance and ſupport of the 
4 public, in favour of an inſtitution that is 253 become not merely a matter 
A choice, but of ab/olute neceſſity. 


? Tur depravity of the preſent manners of the youth of both ſexes among 
the lower claſs of people in and about this metropolis, is truly alarming to 
ociety. 


Tun poverty of ſome parents, but the profligacy of by far the greater 
number, renders them quite careleſs of the morals and education of their 
1 Wofispring. Nay, many of them are ſo completely abandoned, that they en- 
x courage vitious habits and inclinations in their children, in place of check. 
ing them; and even truſt, in a great meaſure, for their own ſubſiſtence 
to the profits ariſing from their crimes, 


Tux number of young people that are to be met with in the ſtreets de- 


Many of them have already been guilty: of for which, had it not 
been on account of their youth, they. would) ave been condemned to 
ſuffer an ignominious death.—Indesd, things continue in their pre- 
ſent ſituation, they muſt be allowed to proceed in their crimes, until they 
"ive at an age when it will be leſs ſhocking to the feelings of humanity 
eo deprive them of their lives. | 


A SoN 


ſerted by their parents, and left entirely to their own ſhifts, is aſtoniſhing, | 


. - a of 40-0. 


{ is 
A Son of one dhe efix perſons who laſt winter were all at one time 
under ſentence o death, received from his own father a regular educa. 
tion fitted to qualify him for the gallows.—— This boy was only fourteen 
years of age when his father ſuffered ; but even then he himſelf was head 
of a gang; was in cuſtody for theft the day his father was executed; and 
in leſs than three months after, he and his aſſociates, who were all of them 
younger than himſelf, had committed ſeveral capital crimes ; for one of 
which he was ſerved with an indictment; but, on account of his youth 
the Court of Juſticiary conſented to his baniſhment. 


In addition to theſe evils, vaſt numbers of idle and profligate people, 
who either had enliſted, or were forced into the land and ſea ſervice, are 
now returned upon the country ; and, it ig, much to be feared, that the life 
they led during their abſence has not contributed much to their love of 
induſtry, or the reformation of their morals. Accuſtomed to the idlenc6 
and diſſipation often attendant on a military life, they will not become ſo. 
ber or induſtrious, ſolong as they can help it. Our jails will be filled with 


a ſucceſſion of rt and the feelings of humanity tortured by repeated 
executions. 


ly, therefore, a proper place of confinement, ſuch as we humbly con. 
ceive the one now offered to the conſideration of the Public to be, is not 
obtained, ſociety muſt ſoon feel the bad conſequences, —And, it is hoped, 
that the Civil Magiſtrate will not any longer be unjuſtly cenſured for not 
—_— what it is not in his power to perform, 


Edin. Nov, 1. 1783. 
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